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TRACT SOCIETY
Handbook of Charlotte Chapel, April 1906, reviewing year 1905.

We have now entered our third year of monthly tract distribution.  We began with 500 tracts monthly, given out by twenty distributors.  Now we have 1,250 tracts given out by forty workers. These silent messengers are gladly received into the homes of the people, and many have testified to the blessing received. The tract distributed is The Monthly Evangel, ​edited by our good friend, Mr John Climie. It is an able little messenger, and full of gospel truth. The funds for this work are raised on "the penny-a-w​eek" plan from about forty to fifty friends. The treasurer will always be glad to meet new subscribers. Any friends desirous of taking a district should see Mrs Brown. 

For the monthly Prayer Meeting of Tract Distributors on Thursday 27 June [1907], the vestry was well filled, with many taking part in prayer and thanksgiving. 1,400 Evangels were distributed every month from door to door by 50 workers.
 

Annual report for 1907

This useful agency is in its fifth year, and it has proved a silent, but most helpful auxiliary to our work. At present 1,900 tracts are distri​buted in the neighbourhood, month by month, by thirty-eight workers; and from the warm welcome which they receive and the appreciation shown, as they pay their monthly visits, we have every reason to believe that the seed sown in this quiet way is yielding, and will yet yield, a rich harvest of blessing. As a result of a recent appeal, ten new friends offered to assist in this work, but more are needed. Here is a fine opportunity for some of you young Christians to make a beginning in Christian service.
 

Annual report for 1908

This branch of work was started six years ago under the direction of Mrs Brown who happily still continues at her post.  In the first year 500 tracts were distributed monthly.  This year the number is 1,700 per month; and more could be given away if funds permitted.  The subscriptions, however, have somewhat fallen off, and when I mention this, and that the subscription is only a penny per week paid quarterly, I am sure sympathetic friends will keep these facts in mind and lend their help to this most blessed and most fruitful work.  The Annual Meeting of the distributors and subscribers was held last Tuesday.  Encouraging reports were given regarding the work in the various districts.  Occasion was also taken at this meeting to present a silver tea service to Miss Mina Cowie, the Treasurer since the commencement of the work, on the occasion of her leaving for America to be married, and as a mark of appreciation of her valuable assistance.
 

Annual report for 1909 

Mrs Brown continues to conduct this branch of work. Each month nearly 2000 copies of the Monthly Evangel are distributed by 46 workers. The work is maintained by voluntary subscriptions and there are many testimonies to hand regarding the usefulness and spiritual good of this agency.

Annual report for 1912.

The work of Tract Distribution has been carried on by a large band of earnest workers, with the usual diligence and success.  In the eyes of some, this work may be looked upon as small, if not trivial, but there is nothing either small or trivial in the service of Christ, and mighty results frequently spring from very small beginnings.  A woman, whose name is forgotten, dropped a tract or little book in the way of a man named Richard Baxter.  He picked it up and read it, and it led him to Christ.  He became a holy Christian and wrote a book entitled, "A Call to the Unconverted," which brought many to the Saviour, and among others Philip Doddridge.  Philip Doddridge in turn wrote "The Rise and Progress of Religion," which led many into the Kingdom of God, among them the great Wilberforce.  Wilberforce wrote a book called "A Practical View of Christianity" which was the means of saving a multitude, among them Leigh Richmond.  In his turn Leigh Richmond wrote the book called "The Dairyman's Daughter," which has been instrumental in the con​version of thousands.  The dropping of that one little tract seemed a very small thing to do, but see what glorious consequences hate flowed from the gracious act.

Annual Report for 1913

The Tract Work. Our thanks are due to Mrs. Brown and the band of 58 loyal helpers who distribute about 1400 Gospel Tracts in our neighbourhood every month.  This work may be looked upon by some as small and insignificant, but Christian history, ancient and modern, bears ample testimony to the beneficial and far-reaching results to communities and individuals which have followed from the handing of a Gospel Tract.  The Church bids you again God​speed in your humble, yet great work, and will not cease to remember you in our prayers'.

Annual report for 1914 (précis)

Goes on steadily and quietly. Mrs. Brown has retired and place taken by Mrs. Taylor.

Under Graham Scroggie

This is a section about the Tract Distribution in chapter 31. References are: Record, 1917, pp 51, 52, 124 (major report); 1918, pp. 60, 82; 1919, pp 53, 66; 1920, p 62, 71; 1922, pp. 18–9, 29, 83, 92; 1923, pp. 29, 52–3, 59, 72, 88; 1924, pp. 11–12, 36; 1925, pp 90, 102; 1926, p 71; 1927, pp. 75–6, 183-4; 1928, p. 90; 1929, p. 100; 1930, p 76; 1932, p 69; 1933, p 70. 

In December 1964, Mrs E.S. Rae (Convener) and Mrs H. Hawkins (Treasurer) wrote to the Deacons’ Court, to say that the number of distributors had greatly reduced and that appeals for new workers had been unsuccessful. Many were attracted to ‘other branches of the Lord’s work.’ They had therefore not ordered any leaflets for 1965, and handed over the balance of the fund under their control. (Letter in Deacons’ Court file, 1 December 1964.)
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